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| ABSTRACT '

The section of LS. 231 evalusted in this document is located in Dubais County in southwestern Indiana. The project.
begins at [nterstate 64 and extends north to State Road 56 in Haysville. Alternatives have been developed and evaluated
for soeial, economic, and environmental impacts, Primary impacts include residential and business relocations and’
impacts to wetlinds, farmlands and forests. Secondary impects to these resources would akso ecour as 8 result of land:
use changes in the project corridor. The build alternatives would bypass the communities of Huntingburg and Jasper
with 1 four-tane, divided highway with partial access contral. Select state and county reads would have direct access Lo

* the highway.

A public hearing to receive commenis on the propesed praject will be held April 6, 2004, at the Jasper High School
Auditorium, 1600 St, Charles Street, in Jasper, Indiana.
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Indianapolis, Indians 46250

I Comments on the Draft EIS are due by May 3, 2004, and should be sent to:
I, tony, jonesgEearthtech.com
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	Forest - Forests in Dubois County have decreased in the last 30 years.  Conversion of forests to urban and rural residential land uses, along with some conversion to farmland, is the likely cause.  Habitat fragmentation is the primary stress placed on forests.  Fragmentation of habitat reduces the size of individual wooded areas, thereby decreasing the “habitat island” size and creating more edge area relative to interior area.  As interior habitat decreases or is replaced by edge habitat, interior dependant wildlife species are most affected.  The goal of the U.S. Forest Service is to promote forest conservation programs and protect forests.   
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	Forest - The amount of forests in Dubois County peaked in 1967 and then began a decline that lasted at least through 1998, with the 1998 level 3,561 ha (8,800 ac) below the 1950 level (Figure 5.3.3-2).  Because of fluctuations in forest acreage, a linear regression analysis is not appropriate and an accurate forecast cannot be made.   
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