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Loogootee and Martin County Coordination 
In response to DEIS comments objecting to the selection of a western alternative around Loogootee, the 
project team made outreach efforts to collect additional information. Feedback from local public 
officials and stakeholders led to the decision to carry forward multiple variations of the Preferred 
Alternative in the Loogootee area for further analysis in the Tier 2 studies. The Preferred Alternative is 
the FEIS, Refined Preferred Alternative P (RPA P), incorporates these variations. These variations are in 
Section of Independent Utility (SIU) 4 of RPA P.  This Appendix documents: 

• Relevant DEIS comments 

• Meetings to better understand local concerns 

• The project team’s recommendation for variations to be evaluated in Tier 2 studies 

• Outreach materials to inform the public about these additional variations 

• Comments regarding the variations during a 30-day comment period 

Comments on DEIS 
A common theme of comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement was concern that 
Preferred Alternative P, with its western variation around Loogootee, would have negative impacts. In 
addition to being numerous, the comments also were provided by nearly all elected officials in 
Loogootee and Martin County.   

As one example, The Collective of Legislative and Executive Governing Bodies of Martin County Indiana 
submitted a response (comment 0732) raising multiple concerns. These included the economic impact 
of diverting traffic from US 231 to a western variation around Loogootee, inconsistencies with area 
Comprehensive Plans and Land Use Zoning and impacts to housing and education initiatives. The signees 
included all Martin County Commissioners, Martin County Council members and City of Loogootee 
elected officials. 

Other key comments are summarized here. The full versions are available in Volume IV, Responses to 
Comments, of this FEIS. 

• Noel Harty, Mayor of Loogootee (comment 0481), stated there is a lack of replacement housing 
for displaced families. 

• Scott Seals, Martin County Highway Superintendent, stated there would be added impacts to 
local roads. He stated that current road maintenance funding is inadequate. In comment 0476 
he states, “as a highway superintendent I struggle with the lack of funding this county faces with 
a great deal of our acreage residing in Crane and state forest”. 

• Greg Jones, Southern Indiana Development Corporation, stated in comment 0525, “I believe 
that there is the potential for Loogootee and Shoals to lose necessary customers traffic that 
keep their fragile business ecosystem surviving.” 

• Paul George, Martin County Farm Bureau, wrote on behalf of the more than 1,000 members of 
his organization that it strongly opposed Alternative P. In comment 1000 he shares, “our farm 
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ground is working land that is essential to the local and state economy, and INDOT has selected 
a route that has the highest potential impact on our land. Farmers would be irreparably 
damaged by Preferred Alternative Route P, a route that will split farms, plowing through 
hundreds of acres of farmland, forest, and wetlands.” 

Martin County and Loogootee Outreach Meetings 
Several meetings were held with local leadership before and after the close of the DEIS comment period. 
Meetings dates are below. Meeting summaries are included at this end of the document. 

• May 11, 2022, meeting between Martin County representatives and Lochmueller Group 
• June 28, 2022, meeting between Martin County officials and INDOT 
• September 22, 2022, meeting between Martin County officials and INDOT, Lochmueller Group 

and RDA 
• December 22, 2022, meeting between Martin County representative and Lochmueller Group 
• December 27, 2022, meeting between Martin County representative and INDOT.  

Post-DEIS meetings also occurred with the Martin County and Daviess County Amish community. These 
meetings were scheduled to provide updated information to a potentially underserved community. The 
meetings also were used to discuss how Amish communities in western Martin County and Eastern 
Daviess County travel to and from Loogootee. One additional meeting was held following the 
announcement of RPA P. The meeting dates are below. Meeting summaries are provided in Appendix 
OO – Amish Outreach. 

• November 9, 2022, meeting with Daviess and Martin County Amish, INDOT and Lochmueller 
Group 

• November 22, 2022, meeting with Daviess County Amish, INDOT and Lochmueller Group 
• March 22, 2023, meeting with Martin County Amish, INDOT and Lochmueller Group 

Additional Variations Recommended 
After meeting with local officials and stakeholders, the Project Team identified additional variations for 
the Preferred Alternative in SIU 4.  

The DEIS alignment west of Loogootee was carried forward as P1. Three additional FEIS variations: 

• P2, which follows the existing alignment of US 231 through Loogootee. 

• P3, which traverses downtown Loogootee to the east near Loogootee. 

• P4, which closely follows eastern DEIS variation of Alternative P near Loogootee.  

End-to-end impacts between I-64 and I-69 differed little for these four variations. It was determined that 
the performance of the variations on core goals would not differ significantly. However, consideration of 
localized impacts required further analysis and research. This research could not be conducted in a 
timely fashion during Tier 1 studies. For this reason, the decision on an alignment in SIU 4 is not ripe in 
this Tier 1 FEIS. This deeper analysis will occur during Tier 2 studies in SIU 4.  
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RPA P Outreach 
To inform the public of the decision to carry forward four variations to the Tier 2 studies, there was a 
comprehensive outreach effort. It included: 

• Updated project maps available on the project website, in area libraries and in a large scale at 
the project office. 

• A three-minute video posted on the project website to explain the impetus for creating the 
additional variations, how they were developed and why it was decided to move the decision 
on the Loogootee-area alignment to Tier 2 studies.  

• A press release announcing the changes and directing people to the project website and 
libraries for access to the video, maps and ways to comment. 

• Comment boxes and comment forms, as well as a flyer with a QR code to connect to the video 
on the project website, at libraries in Dale, Ferdinand, Huntingburg, Jasper, Shoals, Dubois, 
Loogootee, and Bloomfield. 

• Access to the above resources was also promoted and made available through social media 
channels and text message blasts. 

• Outreach materials were emailed to Participating Agencies, Regional Issues Involvement Teams 
and Section 106 Consulting Parties. They included maps, the press release and a link to the 
video on the project website. These outreach materials, as well as comments, are provided at 
the end of this document. 

RPA P Comment Themes  
As part of the outreach effort on RPA P, a 30-day comment period was provided for people to give 
feedback on the changes. Comments were received via the project website comment form, project 
website email, paper comment forms and comment boxes in area libraries, by mail and via drop offs at 
the project office. One hundred sixty (160) comments were received. One comment contained 820 
signatures. That comment opposed any new terrain facility, instead suggesting improvements to the US 
231 corridor as well as other existing facilities. The signatories also suggested that Governor Holcomb’s 
commitment of $75 million for local improvements was sufficient to address identified needs, rather 
than spending $1 billion on a new terrain facility. Other comments expressed concerns over impacts to 
farms, forests and floodplains; impacts to the tax base and access to replacement housing. Quality of life 
concerns and a desire to retain a peaceful, rural lifestyle were mentioned. Concern for the safety and 
business success of the Amish community was also mentioned. 

Overview of Research on Economic Effects of 
Bypasses 
In addition to the local outreach described in this document, project staff reviewed 10 research studies 
regarding the economic effects of bypass construction on local communities. These were conducted 
between 1993 and 2021. A summary of this review follows. It provides a starting point for further 
analyses in Tier 2 studies. 
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To: Mid-States Corridor File 
From: Sharif Ullah PE, PTP, Tarcisio Muratori, Michael Grovak 

cc: 
Chris Beard, Jason Dupont 

Date: Revised November 30, 2022 
Subject: Research Summary on Impacts of Bypass Routes on Local Communities 

 

The Mid-State Corridor DEIS Preferred Alternative P includes two variations at Loogootee. These 
variations bypass Loogootee to the east and west. The DEIS identified the western variation as 
preferred. Multiple comments on the DEIS stated their opposition to the western variation. These 
comments identified potential economic harm to Loogootee as a basis for their opposition. This 
comments cited loss of business sales from traffic which no longer would pass through Loogootee.  

This memo summarizes a high-level review of relevant studies and research projects related to the 
economic impacts of highway bypasses on local municipalities. These were published by various state 
Departments of Transportation (DOTs), University Transportation Centers and the Transportation 
Research Board (TRB). Selected research papers and studies were reviewed based on relevance to the 
Mid-State Tier 1 EIS project. This memorandum highlights the key findings from these selected studies 
and research projects. It concludes with a summary of relevant comments on the DEIS received from 
Martin County officials. 

Table 1 shows the details of the research studies reviewed and summarized in this memo. The analysis 
structures and findings of these studies will be used to guide Tier 2 analyses of economic impacts of 
variations of Alternative P. 

Table 1 - Highway Bypass-Related Research Studies Reviewed 

No.  Research Study Title Performing Agency Year 

 

1 Transportation Research Record 1395: 
Economic Impact of Highway Bypasses 

University of Texas at 
Austin  1993 

 

 

2 The Economic Impacts of Highway Bypasses 
on Communities 

Wisconsin 
Department of 
Transportation 

1998 
 

 

3 The Impact of a New Bypass Route on the 
Local Economy and Quality of Life 

University of 
Kentucky 2001 

 

 

4 Case Studies of the Socioeconomic Impacts of 
Highway Bypasses in Kansas 

Kansas State 
University 2004 
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No.  Research Study Title Performing Agency Year 

 
5 Effects of Bypasses Purdue University 2009  

6 Bypass Basics: Considering a Bypass in Your 
Small and Medium-Sized Community Florida DOT 2014  

7 The Economic Impact of The Construction of 
the Kalispell Bypass Montana DOT 2016  

8 Kinston Bypass: Economic Impact Assessment NCDOT 2019  

9 Retrospective Analysis of Impacts of Highway 
Bypass and Widening Projects 

University of 
Arkansas 2021  

10 
Developing an Evidence-Based Framework 
for Bypass and Widening Projects and the 
Effects on Communities 

Arizona DOT 2021 
 

 
 

The following sections contain a brief overview and key findings of each study listed in Table 1. These 
studies are listed in chronological order by date of publication. Their publication over a period of nearly 
three decades indicates that this is a subject of continuing interest in economic impact studies of 
highway bypasses. 

 

1. Economic Impact of Highway Bypasses (1993) 

This research quantified the economic impacts of highway bypasses by creating econometric models 
with data from 23 cities in Texas. Their mean population was approximately 7,000. It was decided to 
compare changes in the economies of the bypassed city with the changes (over the same period) in 
selected control areas. A control city was selected for each bypassed city so that both cities would 
ideally share the following common characteristics: highway district, proximity to a larger city, economic 
base, magnitude and trend of retail sales, population size category and growth trend, and highway 
network characteristics. 

The econometric models identified the impacts of bypasses on retail sales, gasoline sales, restaurant 
sales and service receipts. Table 2 provides statistical measures for input and output variables.  

The study methodology included the following: a review of each city's history and economy; the tracking 
of changes in the spatial distribution of highway-oriented businesses in the city; and a site visit including 
interviews with local businesspeople. The interviews focused on the following topics: economic viability 
of the city, effect of the bypass on businesses, adjustment to the bypass, opinions regarding the 
desirability of the bypass, downtown improvement programs, land use changes, and traffic 
characteristics. 
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Table 2 - Some information about the variables used 

 

Major Findings 

• The economic impact of highway bypasses on small cities in rural settings was typically small.  

• A bypass generally caused a small but statistically significant decrease in business volumes in 
bypassed cities.  

• Initial decreases in a certain type of sales were often counteracted by the reorientation of local 
stores.  

• Political and business leadership of the bypassed city play an important role in the evolution of 
the city after the bypass opening.  

 

2. The Economic Impacts of Highway Bypasses on Communities (1998) 

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) conducted this research to identify the 
economic impacts of 17 communities within the state of Wisconsin that have been bypassed. These 17 
communities were grouped into three categories: Small (population less than 2,000), Medium 
(population 2,000 – 5,000), and Large (population more than 5,000). The research included economic 
and traffic data analysis, community focus group interviews, highway user surveys and site visits.  

Major Findings 

• Highway bypasses had a small adverse impact on overall economic activity in most of the 
studied communities. 

• Average traffic volumes on the old routes in medium and large bypassed communities were 
close to or higher than pre-bypass counts, which indicated continued strong economic activities 
in the bypassed communities.  

• Only a few businesses have relocated or developed new operations next to the bypass routes.  

• In general, the communities perceived their bypasses as overall beneficial. 
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3. The Impact of a New Bypass Route on the Local Economy and Quality of Life (2001) 

This research study assessed the potential impact of a new bypass route on the local economy and 
quality of life in Kentucky cities. The research examined the bypass highway’s influences on the 
allocation of economic activity within a community. It assessed the downtown areas of 8 communities, 
with population varying from 1,273 (Auburn, KY) to 7,738 (Franklin, KY) that received a bypass compared 
to the downtown areas of 8 other similar Kentucky communities without a bypass.  

Major Findings 

• Bypass routes reduced aggregate retail sales, but did not affect retail employment, overall 
employment, or population. 

• Only 8% of businesses located along bypasses previously were located in the corresponding 
downtown area. 

• Bypass routes help employment growth if the bypass had partial access control (as compared to 
no access control) and was located closer to the community’s central business district.  

• Bypass routes reallocate economic activity within a city/community. The study found that the 
average vacancy rate in the downtown area of communities with a bypass was 18.4% versus 
10.9% in similar communities without a bypass. J 

• Retail businesses would be the predominant type of businesses on a bypass (57.4%) compared 
to downtown areas (31.1%). Moreover, retail businesses were less common in the downtown 
areas of the bypassed communities than in communities with no bypass. 

• For other industry types, representation of industries on a bypass was similar to their 
representation in peer communities with no bypass. These included professional services, 
personal service, government and other categories.  

• An interview was conducted in a group of six to eight persons from each of the eight bypass 
communities. Survey respondents within the bypassed communities expressed general 
satisfaction with the bypass. Most of the respondents expressed satisfaction with the improved 
traffic flow and believed that the bypass promoted overall growth in their communities.  

• The majority of the downtown business owners believed either the bypass had helped or had no 
significant impact on the retail and service industries throughout the community. However, they 
were more negative regarding the impacts on retail sales in the downtowns. Table 3 shows the 
share of bypass business and retail business industry that moved from downtown to the bypass, 
and how it affected communities with different population and time age of the bypass. 
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Table 3 - Share of Bypass Business that Moved from downtown to bypass 

 

 

4. Case Studies of the Socioeconomic Impact of Highway Bypasses in Kansas (2004) 

This study analyzed the economic impacts of bypasses of 9 Kansas towns. All were located in eastern 
Kansas, and had Year 2000 populations of 2,400 or less.  This study has five main objectives: (1) assess 
the impact of the bypass on the cities’ total employment, (2) measure impacts on retail sales of travel-
related businesses, (3) measure impacts on employment of travel-related businesses, (4) measure the 
impact on labor cost per employee of the towns’ travel-related businesses and (5) assess the 
incremental impact of assuming maintenance responsibility for the previous road alignment.  

Major Findings 

• The research found that the bypasses did not have a statistically significant effect on total 
employment in the bypass town. Types of employment by industry type did change. 

• A majority of the travel-related businesses felt that retail sales went down for at least a two-
year period, but there was no impact on retail employment.  

• Roadway and bridge maintenance costs increased by an average of 2.3% over the five-year 
period in the seven counties where bypass roadways were introduced. The state refurbished the 
former state highways before conveying them to local jurisdictions. All seven counties employed 
property taxes to cover the maintenance cost. 

 

5. Effects of Bypasses (2009)  

This study focused on investigating the long-term impacts of bypasses in 12 small and medium-sized 
communities in Indiana. The study conducted interviews with community officials and individuals 
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familiar with the history of the bypassed community. It also developed statistical models for analyzing 
economic impacts across a number of key indicators including total employment, manufacturing 
employment and retail trade employment. The study took a two-pronged approach and built 
econometric models for establishing a statistical link between the presence of a bypass and long-term 
changes in employment and other characteristics. The study team also conducted interviews with a 
sample of community officials who represented the interests of the community, the county, the region, 
local industry, and local and downtown businesses. The cities studied ranged in Year 2010 population 
from 6,246 (Boonville) to 56,129 (Anderson). 

Major Findings 

• Bypasses had a positive impact on the total employment of the affected counties. The affected 
county would contribute more to the state’s economy in terms of employment over time. The 
presence of a large city (the three largest cities in Indiana with population over 110,000) close to 
the bypassed community would positively impact total employment.  

• Bypasses provided an opportunity to expand manufacturing employment over time. Initial 
impacts on manufacturing payroll could be negative. However, there would be long-term 
benefits as the bypass ages.  

• Bypasses have negative impacts on retail trade for the first ten years following the opening of 
the bypass. But the overall impacts on retail employment and payroll are positive.  

• Over 90 percent of retail businesses along bypasses were new to the area. An average of only 
7.6 percent of businesses relocated from the city to the bypass. 

• The models showed that, even with the bypass open, a hard to navigate downtown was 
associated with a lower total employment and payroll of retail stores and restaurants, although 
these impacts were mitigated by the bypass.  “Hard to navigate” was measured by the number 
of turns required to follow the highway’s pre-bypass alignment. 

• Bypasses have a positive impact on wholesale trade related jobs.  

 

6. Bypass Basics: Considering a Bypass in Your Small and Medium-Sized Community (2014)  

This brochure prepared by Florida Department of Transportation- FDOT, focused on considering the 
implementation of a bypass in small-sized cities in Florida with these characteristics: (1) will circumvent 
communities with populations ranging from 1,400 to 82,500, with most having a population near 5,000 
and (2) the bypassed town may be from 11 to 50 miles away from the nearest major city. The study does 
not quantify what constitutes a “major city.” 

Major Findings 

• A bypass should only be constructed when the roadway to be bypassed is seriously affected by 
congestion and the resulting bypass would not cause serious environmental damage or promote 
sprawl. 
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• Indirect impacts generally occur over a long period of time (not defined). These impacts may 
involve changes in development and growth patterns along the road that is bypassed, as well as 
in the area adjacent to the bypass and between the bypass, the town, and other developed 
land. 

• Bypasses causes more likely, a redistribution of economic activity from the downtown area 
toward the bypass. Many new businesses along the bypass will likely be national chains. 

• After construction of a bypass, the original main street roadway that was bypassed is likely to 
have less traffic and be out of scale with the needs and desired character of the surrounding 
area. The community should work with FDOT in evaluating the roadway for possible projects 
that discourage its use for high-speed, high-volume traffic movement and increase focus on 
local mobility and community character. 

• The actual impact of bypasses on the economy of small communities is mixed. The economies of 
smaller communities (<2000 population) are more likely to be adversely impacted by a bypass. 

 

7. The Economic Impact of The Construction of the Kalispell Bypass (2016) 

This report is an economic impact analysis of the construction and economic activity created by the 
Kalispell Bypass. The authors are Ed Toavs, Montana Department of Transportation’s Missoula District 
Administrator and Steve Peterson, Clinical Assistant Professor in Economics at the University of Idaho. 
The sponsor of the study is the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT). 

Major Findings 

• Using IMPLAN (IMpacts-for-PLANning), the authors considered three separate analyses: (1) 
Economic impact assessment on the annual construction expenditures of the Bypass, (2) 
Economic impact assessment on the private business and residential construction, (3) Operating 
expenditures of the new firm creation from the Bypass operations. 

• Bypass Construction Economic Impacts:  The average annual economic impacts for the six years 
of Bypass construction were approximately $26.8 million in Sales transactions, $10.4 million in 
Gross Regional Product, $9.9 million in Total Compensation, and 247 jobs. 

• Business and Residential Construction Impacts: The average annual economic impacts were 
estimated at $10.6 million in Sales transactions, $5.2 million in Gross Regional Product, $4.0 
million in Total Compensation, and 101 jobs. In total, cumulative Sales transactions were $170 
million with 1,609 job years. 

• New Firm Business Operation Impact: The average annual operations impacts were $55 million 
in sales transactions, $34 million in gross regional product, $18.9 million in total compensation, 
and 567 jobs. 
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8. Kinston Bypass: Economic Impact Assessment (2019) 

The North Carolina Department of Transportation recently announced that they have selected their 
preferred route for the U.S. 70 Kinston Bypass. This 22-mile bypass will run from the N.C. 903/ U.S. 70 
interchange in La Grange to U.S. 70 east of Dover.   

As part of NCDOT environmental compliance for the project, an Economic Impact Assessment (EIA) was 
completed in early 2016 to assess the project’s potential future economic impact on the local economy. 

Major Findings 

• Numerous reasons to suggest that the majority of non-local travelers that are interested in 
stopping in Kinston for goods and services are expected to continue to stop in Kinston. 

• The short diversion time to reach the existing business clusters and an easy ability to “drive 
through” to reconnect with the highway (i.e., without doubling back) would allow and 
encourage the more spontaneous stopping decisions. 

• Improved highway access and reduced travel times can benefit businesses in several ways. 
Better access can expand retail businesses’ market areas as they can serve a larger population. 

• The primary adverse impact to Lenoir County would be a potential reduction in future retail 
business growth among its highway market dependent retail businesses (e.g., gas stations, 
convenience stores, and food restaurants). 

 

9. Retrospective Analysis of Impacts of Highway Bypass and Widening Projects (2021) 

This study performs retrospective analysis of the economic impacts of highway bypass and widening 
projects in nine small towns in Arkansas as a means to provide data-based evidence. Table 4 presents 
the sites and project’s basic characteristics. 

Table 4- Summary of Study Sites 
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IMPLAN analysis was carried out to estimate direct, indirect, and induced effects in employment, labor 
income, value added, output and tax generated. 

Data on sociodemographic indicators was collected for population density which defines the number of 
people residing per unit sq. miles of the city. Data on economic indicators were collected for number of 
employees at city, number of establishments at, GDP per capita for agriculture, construction, 
manufacturing, private services, retail trade, real estate, and transportation utilities industries, home 
price, sales tax, and value of property transfer variables. 

Impact assessment is carried out using both a proprietary economic impact assessment tool (IMPLAN) 
and statistical analysis (regression methods). 

Major Findings 

• IMPLAN is an impact assessment tool that enables the evaluation of the economic impact of 
specific activities such as construction or operation of public works projects such as highway 
improvement. This tool estimates direct, indirect, and induced impacts on number of jobs, 
income, output, and tax arising from the highway project.  

• For bypass cities, increases relative to control cities were found to be significant for per capita 
GDP for all industries, and specifically for real estate and transportation/utilities ranging from 
0.4% for Sheridan to 297.4% for Flippin, sales tax ranging from 22.3% for Hardy to 77.3% for 
Flippin, city employees ranging from 0.1% for Sheridan to 188.9% for Flippin and city 
establishments ranging from 0.1% for Sheridan to 66.1% for Vilonia. Decreases relative to 
control cities were found for ADT along the main road. The lowest decrease of 0.1% was 
observed in Sheridan whereas the largest decrease of 543.0% was observed in Flippin. There 
were mixed results for per capita GDP for private services, agriculture, construction, 
manufacturing, retail, and home prices. 

 

10. Developing an Evidence-Based Framework for Bypass and Widening Projects and the Effects 
on Communities (2021) 

This research examines the impacts of highway bypass, widening, and no-improvement projects on the 
economic and safety conditions of nine small towns in Arkansas. This research provides evidence-based 
comparisons of bypass, widening, and no improvement projects in Arkansas that can be used to support 
the public outreach and community decision making processes. 

Major Findings 

• EconWorks provides an estimate of economic impacts for a hypothetical project based on 
project type, region, urban/class level, economic distress, and length of the project and 
estimates the ranges of economic impacts including jobs, wages, and economic output. These 
estimates are adjusted based on average annual daily traffic (AADT), land use policies, 
infrastructure, and business climate. 
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Martin County Official Comments 

Table 5 summarizes written comments received from local officials, contextualized with the literature 
review findings, and describing opportunities to be considered in Tier 2 studies. This is based upon 
findings in the studies reviewed, identifying steps which officials have taken in other communities. 
These are not presented as recommendations. There are in addition to input provided during meetings, 
as described earlier in this document and documented in the following summaries. 

Table 5 - Martin County Official Comments and Future Opportunities 

Comments Contextualization Opportunity 

“This will greatly affect revenue 
generated from property taxes 
as well as what little money we 
receive from MVH funds” Scott 
Seals 

 

“Martin County already must 
deal with approximately 60% of 
its land being exempt from 
property taxation due to being 
federally or state held property 
and thus not subject to 
taxation.” Paul R. George 

The reserved area for the right 
of way of the new bypass will 
reduce taxable land. 

Martin County could attract 
new logistics or touristic 
business with a high property 
tax rate. 

“This project will destroy many 
roads in our county as well as 
homes and generational farms” 
Scott Seals 

“There are also instances where 
properties would  not be taken, 
but are divided by the proposed 
highway.” Paul R. George 

“Impact of Western Bypass on 
Comprehensive Plan and Land 
Use Zoning Activities.” Joe 
Lannan 

“DEIS identifies the bypass 
around Loogootee as the cause 
of wide range of loss to 
farmland and agricultural 
income.  Not only would a 

Bypasses are projected to 
reduce travel times and 
increase safety, reducing the 
traffic in the area bypassed. 

The construction of a bypass 
will require area (right of way) 
and it tends to segregate both 
sides of the road. 

Since 1960, Loogootee has a 
population around 2,800 and 
according to its development 
plan, are not 
predicting/planning to increase. 

 

It gives an opportunity to plan a 
bypass closer to the City, 
shorter in length and with less 
impact on the farmlands. 
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Comments Contextualization Opportunity 

western bypass take 20 miles of 
prime farm ground, but a 
bypass around Loogootee would 
lead to a significant impact in 
local economic development.” 
Paul George 

“This alternative has the widest 
range of lost agricultural 
income at $977,000 - $ 
1,426,000.” Paul George 

“It is stated that Alternative P, 
with its new construction 
through Martin County will not 
fundamentally reduce travel 
time for those utilizing the new 
highway.” Paul R. George 

“Will all crossings with county 
roads be at grade? Will any be 
cut off? They are concerned 
about the Amish horse and 
buggies losing access to get to 
Loogootee.” Sen Mark Messmer 

“There is the potential for 
Loogootee and Shoals to lose 
necessary customers traffic that 
keep their fragile business 
ecosystem surviving” Greg Jones 

“Local Economic Impact of US 
231 Traffic Diversion by Western 
Bypass.” Joe Lannan 

“Removal of the western bypass 
of the city of Loogootee from 
route consideration, based on 
the adverse social impact to the 
Amish community and the 
economic impact to the City of 
Loogootee and Martin County.” 
Joe Lannan 

Loogootee’s through traffic 
should be reduced and diverged 
to the new bypass, but the 
overall traffic should increase. 

Loogootee tend to be much 
more economically impacted 
than Shoals. 

The Indiana’s History Pathway 
can be remodel creating a more 
walkable environment and 
attracting more customers, 
including the new traffic 
generated by the bypass, 
increasing property value. 
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Comments Contextualization Opportunity 

“There are additional 
opportunities with the Midstate 
Corridor if a bike and pedestrian 
path could be added to the 
proposed project” Greg Jones 

Loogootee development plan 
provides for the construction of 
a bike trail connecting to West 
Boggs Park. 

Parks and bike trails tend to 
increase property value and 
attract tourists from adjacent 
towns. 

“The safety issues that have 
been discussed as a need for the 
road are real and there will be a 
positive impact for businesses 
that utilize trucks or haul 
dangerous payloads. The time 
saving estimated does not feel 
significant.” Greg Jones 

“Impact of New Terrain 
Highway on Safety and EMS 
Operations.” Joe Lannan 

“Impact of New Terrain 
Highway on Highway 
Maintenance Activities.” Joe 
Lannan 

The bypass tends to diverge 
traffic from US 231, increasing 
safety. 

Safety is not the only benefit of 
reducing traffic.  Air and noise 
pollution will be reduced. 

“It is stated that Alternative P, 
with its new construction 
through Martin County will not 
fundamentally reduce travel 
time for those utilizing the new 
highway.” Paul R. George 

Bypasses are projected to 
reduce travel times and 
increase safety, reducing the 
traffic in the area bypassed. 

Bypasses also reduces freight 
prices reducing gas and parts 
costs due constant speeds, less 
stops, acceleration and 
breaking, 

“The present U.S. Highway 231 
through Martin County follows 
a direct route through the 
County to the Scotland 
interchange with I-69.  It is the 
opinion of the Commissioners 
and Council that this project 
could make improvements to 
the present route of Highway 
231 to satisfy the objective of 
safer travel through Martin 
County.” Paul R. George 

Improvement on the existing 
US-231 will probably need to 
redesign of the T Intersection of 
Indiana’s History Pathway and 
John Kennedy Ave, and 
relocation of houses and 
business. 

Relocations can be beneficial 
when the area impacted is 
already has older housing stock 
and business structures. 
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Comments Contextualization Opportunity 

“Can the existing US231 be 
improved with additional lanes 
and shoulders needed rather 
than have an all new terrain 
highway.” Sen Mark Messmer 

“They would prefer the traffic 
continue through Loogootee 
with traffic circles installed to 
streamline traffic.” Sen Mark 
Messmer 

“There is concern that the 
planned bypass of the City of 
Loogootee by constructing a 
new highway west of the City 
would effectively isolate the 
community.” Paul R. George 

“Impact of New Terrain Bypass 
on Housing and Workforce 
Migration.” Joe Lannan 

“If there is a bypass around 
Loogootee, can it go east of 
Loogootee. The west bypass 
would result in the new 
commercial development all 
being in Daviess County. (The 
county line is at the current city 
limit of Loogootee.)” Sen Mark 
Messmer 

The bypass will probably reduce 
traffic on US-231 and may cause 
business to relocate to closer to 
the new road, leaving the 
county as the western 
alternative is located on Daviess 
County 

The new bypass should not 
attract only the existing 
business, but new 
developments, with high-skilled 
jobs. 

“Fidelity of Environmental 
Justice Analysis in NEPA 
Documentation.” Joe Lannan 

“This proposed highway project 
has been organized, derived, 
and propagated without any 
input from any input of anyone 
from Martin County.” Paul R. 
George 

Mid-States Corridor will 
consider all aspects on its NEPA 
Final Report. 

Mid-State Corridor will consider 
all comments received. 

The community engagement of 
all will ensure that all 
environmental justice 
requirements are satisfied, and 
that there is ample opportunity 
for local input. 
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Comments Contextualization Opportunity 

“Lack of Adequate 
Representation in DEIS 
Preparation Activities.” Joe 
Lannan 

“Impact of New Terrain Bypass 
on Education Initiatives.” Joe 
Lannan 

 Business and employment 
increases will cause increases in 
tax revenue in the medium to 
long term. This will provide 
added funding for needs such as 
education. 
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