
 

Notice of Intent – Additional Project Information Document 

INTRODUCTION 

This Additional Information Document accompanies the Notice of Intent (NOI) for the Mid-States 

Corridor (MSC) Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for Section 2. Section 2 of the MSC is a new 

highway connection between Interstate 64 (I-64) and Dale to State Road (SR) 56 at Haysville in Dubois 

County, Indiana. 

This EIS will be prepared in accordance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) (42 U.S.C. 4321, et seq.), recent U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Guidance and other 

applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations. It follows the December 2024 Interim Final 

Guidance – Section 139 Environmental Review Process: Efficient Environmental Reviews for Project 

Decisionmaking and One Federal Decision.  

FHWA issued the Tier 1 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) for 

the MSC in September 2023. FHWA identified Refined Preferred Alternative P (RPA P) as the selected 

corridor for the MSC and divided it into four (4) Sections of Independent Utility for Tier 2 studies. 

Prior to this NOI, the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) prepared and Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA) reviewed the following documents, which are described below in more detail: 

• Draft Purpose and Need and Preliminary Alternatives Report. 

• Screening of Preliminary Alternatives Report 

• Project Coordination Plan 

• Public Involvement Plan 

These documents support the development of the project and are posted at the project website at Tier 

2 Notice of Intent Resources. The following descriptions briefly summarize the contents of each report. 

A link to the project website is provided for each document. 

Draft Purpose and Need/Preliminary Alternatives 

The Purpose and Need of the MSC, as established in Tier 1, is to improve business and personal regional 

connectivity, freight operations and highway connections to major multi-modal locations in Southern 

Indiana. This EIS is a Tier 2 EIS for Section 2. Figure 1 shows the Study Area for the Section 2 project.  

The Tier 2 Purpose and Need for Section 2 is posted to the MSC project website. It is based upon the 

Tier 1 Purpose and Need. A public information meeting for this Purpose and Need was held on April 16, 

2025. Draft Preliminary Alternatives also were presented at this time. The Purpose and Need was 

revised based upon public and agency comments.   The Tier 2 Purpose and Need describes the project 

purpose as providing improved system linkages from Dubois County to major business destinations and 

freight intermodal centers, improving employee access to Dubois County businesses, increasing the 

efficiency of freight operations, and completing Section 2 of the MSC, consistent with the Tier 1 Record 

of Decision. It provides goals and performance measures which refine those in the Tier 1 Purpose and 

Need, focusing on accessibility and transportation needs in Dubois County. 

 

https://midstatescorridor.com/notice-of-intent-resources/
https://midstatescorridor.com/notice-of-intent-resources/
https://midstatescorridor.com/purpose-and-need-report/


 

Screening of Alternatives Report 

The Tier 2 Screening of Alternatives Report was released on October 6, 2025 for public and agency 
comment. This report is posted on the project web site. A public information meeting regarding the 
Report was held on October 22, 2025. In addition to evaluating six preliminary alternatives, it also 
recommended the preferred facility type for the project would be an expressway facility. An expressway 
facility is a highway with multiple travel lanes (at least two) in each direction of travel, a median 
separating roadways in opposite directions and access provided by a combination of interchanges and 
at-grade intersections with state and local roads. The other facility type considered was a Super-2 
highway. A Super-2 highway would have one travel lane in each direction and a passing/auxiliary lane the 
length of the alternative. The Super-2 facility was eliminated in the screening stage because it does not 
adequately satisfy the Purpose and Need. 

This Screening of Alternatives evaluated each of the six preliminary alternatives as expressways. Four of 

these preliminary alternatives were eliminated based on an analysis of impacts, cost and performance. 

The Screening of Alternatives recommended carrying forward two expressway alternatives, Alternative 

2B and Alternative 3B, for detailed study in the Draft EIS (DEIS). For details on the basis for eliminating 

other alternatives, please see Section 4.2 – Comparison of Preliminary Alternatives, in the Screening of 

Alternatives. It is anticipated that the DEIS preferred alternative will combine features and provide 

refinements of these remaining two alternatives. 

Anticipated Permits and Other Authorizations 

The Project Coordination Plan (see the next section) anticipates the following permits and 

authorizations. 

Prior to FEIS/ROD 

• Submit Section 404/Section 10 application to USACE at least 90 days prior to the anticipated Record 

of Decision (ROD). 

• Submit Section 401/Isolated wetlands permit to Indiana Department of Environmental Management 

(IDEM) at least 90 days prior to the anticipated ROD. 

• USACE determines that the preferred alternative is the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable 

Alternative LEDPA) 

• USEPA determines that Preferred Alternative will comply with Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines. 

• Apply for Construction in a Floodway (CIF) Permit from Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

(IDNR). 

 

After ROD 

• Receive Section 404/Section 10 permit from USACE. 

• Receive Section 401/Isolated Wetlands permit from IDEM. 

• Receive approved Construction Stormwater General Permit (CSGP) permit from IDEM within 15 days 

of ROD.  

• Receive approved CIF permit from IDNR within 15 days of ROD. 

• Receive approved local drain and floodway permits within 15 days of ROD. 

 

https://midstatescorridor.com/screening-alternatives/


 

Project Coordination Plan 

The Tier 2 Project Coordination Plan outlines the process FHWA will use to complete the EIS for Section 

2 of the MSC, consistent with 23 USC 139 of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act. The 

Project Coordination Plan is posted to the MSC project website. It describes these processes for this 

project: 

• Agency Coordination. Project staff initiated coordination with agencies on October 24, 

2024. FHWA is the lead agency for this project, with INDOT as joint lead agency. In 

subsequent correspondence, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (USEPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) agreed to serve as 

Cooperating Agencies. In addition to these three Cooperating Agencies, an additional 47 

Federal, State, and local agencies are serving as participating agencies. A list of participating 

agencies is available in the Tier 2 Project Coordination Plan.  

• Public Involvement. The goal of the public involvement process is to build awareness of the 

MSC project, inform individuals and agencies of major project efforts and to gather feedback 

on the decision-making process for the project. Public involvement activities include 

community advisory committees, ad hoc stakeholder meetings, property owner meetings, a 

speaker’s bureau, public meetings, public hearings, electronic media, and staffing at the 

local project office. 

• Project Schedule and Milestones. Schedules for NEPA, Section 106, and permitting 

activities are provided. The NEPA schedule shows a Tier 2 DEIS in Fall 2026 and a Tier 2 Final 

EIS and ROD anticipated in Summer 2027. The Section 106 schedule includes three 

consulting party meetings. These will (1) confirm the Area of Potential Effects (APE) and 

review historic properties, (2) provide preliminary eligibility determinations, and (3) make 

effects determinations and discuss potential mitigation measures. The schedule for 

permitting activities shows activities prior to the FEIS, including a formal Section 404 permit 

application prior to the FEIS/ROD to accommodate permit approval within 30 days of the 

ROD. This schedule for permitting activities is based upon the Section 139 Interim Final 

Guidance cited above. A listing of project milestone activities include: 

• Public Scoping Meetings (September 2024) 

• Conclusion of Scoping Comment Period, Public Meetings on Purpose and Need and 

Preliminary Alternatives (April 2025) 

• Public Meetings on Screening of Preliminary Alternatives (October 2025) 

• Notice of Intent (May 2026) 

• Final Agency Review of DEIS (October 2026) 

• Federal Register Notice of Availability, DEIS (November 2026) 

• DEIS Public Hearing and Comment Period (November 2026 to January 2027) 

• Final Agency Review of FEIS and ROD (June 2027) 

• FEIS and ROD Approval (July 2027) 

• Completion of Permitting Activities (August 2027) 

Public Involvement Plan 

https://midstatescorridor.com/project-coordination-plan/
https://midstatescorridor.com/project-coordination-plan/


 

The Tier 2 Public Involvement Plan is posted to the MSC project website. Prior to being released, it was 

reviewed by the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), and the Federal Highway 

Administration (FHWA). The Public Involvement Plan addresses requirements of the Section 139 Interim 

Final Guidance cited above. The Public Involvement Plan also follows INDOT’s Project Development 

Public Involvement Procedures Manual.  

Key elements of the Public Involvement Plan include: 

• Stakeholder communications. A wide range of stakeholders are identified.  

• Database management. A wide range of input which will be categorized and archived. This 

input includes emails, letters, office visit summaries, project website comments, written 

comments at public information meetings, and media coverage. All comments on the DEIS 

will be provided in the FEIS, along with responses to these comments. 

• Messaging and project materials. These include both methods for maintaining accurate 

messaging and materials to communicate those messages. 

• Outreach tools. These will be provided via electronic media and a variety of physical 

displays and handouts.  

• Face-to-Face communication. This includes community advisory committee meetings, ad 

hoc meetings, property owner meetings, and public hearings.  

 

References 

Hyperlinks in this document are provided for all references. All documents listed are available on the 
project web site, Tier 2 Notice of Intent Resources.

https://midstatescorridor.com/public-involvement-plan/
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FIGURE 1 - MID-STATES CORRIDOR SECTION 2 STUDY AREA 
 

 


